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that the Massachusetts delegates, the framers of this very
letter, were among those who expressed the highest
astonishment and indignation when at a later period a
similar policy was adopted on the British side.

About a fortnight from the date of this letter, and to-
wards the middle of April, General Gage determined to
attempt the destruction of the stores collected at Concord.
With this view he sent out a detachment of several hun-
dred light troops under the command of Major Pitcairn
and Lie u ten ant- Colonel Smith. In the night of the 18th
these troops were conveyed in boats to the opposite shore.
The utmost pains had been taken to keep the expedition
secret; nevertheless the men had advanced only a few
miles inland when it was perceived from the firing of
guns and the ringing of bells that their purpose was
known, and that the country was alarmed. In fact Dr.
Warren, a physician-and patriot at Boston, had succeeded
in sending out messengers with early information.
Marching all night the first ranks about five o'clock in
the morning of the 19th reached Lexington, a small town
about fifteen miles from Boston. Here they found a
body of Militia belonging to the town and neighbourhood,
amounting to seventy men, drawn out on the parade and
under arms. It afterwards appeared that these arms, or
some of them at least, were loaded. Major Pitcairn, who
led the van, galloped up to inquire the cause of their as-
semblage. It is stated by the one side, but not acknow-
ledged by the other, that he addressed them as "you
" rebels!" Certain it is that he' bade them lay down their
arms and disperse. The Americans showed no disposition
to relinquish their arms, but they did begin to break
their ranks and retire from the ground. Then it was
that some firing occurred. According to the accounts of
the British several muskets were discharged at them from
behind a stone wall and from some adjoining houses,
which wounded one man and shot Major Pitcairn's horse
in two places; upon which they returned the fire. The
Americans state, on the contrary, that the British fired
first and without provocation. Be that fact as it may,
several of the Americans were now killed and wounded ;
and such was the first encounter, the first bloodshed, in
this unhappy civil war.